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EDITORIAL

The nuclear renaissance continues apace with generally good news on the
international scene but no new developments on the Australian scene. The
Australian government is opposed to including nuclear power in the future energy
mix and continues to rely on the development of “clean coal” technology
supplemented by gas and a range of renewable including, solar, wind, hot rocks
and biomass to many of which it is giving large subsidies. Good news is that
Sweden has decided to abandon its phase-out of nuclear plants. Bad news is that
the future of the important Yucca Mountain high level waste repository in Nevada
is still uncertain after the new US President and the State Governor continued to
speak against it, but it is the US Congress which has the final say.

The 8" ANA National Conference — ANA 2009 — will be held on Friday, 2
October 2009 at the Mechanics Institute, 280 Pitt St, Sydney. The organizing
committee including representatives of the ANA, the Nuclear Engineering Panel
of the Sydney Branch of Engineers Australia, ANSTO and AINSE, met on 25
February and 12 March and have decided on the general format and a list of
invited distinguished speakers. Dr Ziggy Switkowski, Chairman, ANSTO, has
accepted an invitation to give the Opening Address. Other invited speakers will
address the topics believed to be of interest to the expected attendees. These topics
are: Australia’s Uranium Resources & Production; Nuclear Power in a Carbon-
constrained world; Developments in the World’s Nuclear Fuel Cycle; Nuclear
Science & Technology at ANSTO; The Role of AINSE; Non-proliferation &
Safeguards Issues. There will be a Panel Discussion at which questions can be
asked on all aspects of the program topics. Book this date in your diary.

WNA Nuclear Fuel Cycle Conference — The World Nuclear Association (WNA)
has announced further details of its World Nuclear Fuel Cycle Conference (WNFC
2009) held in association with the NEI (Nuclear Energy Institute, USA) and which
will be held in Sydney at the Sheraton on the Park Hotel from 22-24 April 20009.
There will be meetings of the WNA’s Working Groups on 19-21 April, General
Technical Sessions on 22-23 April, and post conference visits to ANSTO, the
Olympic Dam mine and the Ranger mine from 24-28 April. For additional
information including details of the technical program and list of attendees contact
the WNA website at: www.wnfc.info.

Dr Ziggy Switkowski, Chairman of ANSTO, will give welcoming
remarks and chair the first session on 22 April. ANA members Dr Clarence Hardy
and Dr lan Duncan will be presenting papers in the first session on “The Case for
Uranium Enrichment in Australia” and “Australia to Go Nuclear!” respectively.
Mr Michael Angwin of the Australian Uranium Association will speak on “A
Perspective on Australian Issues”. Over 120 Australian and international experts
are listed on the provisional attendance list.




RECENT AUSTRALIAN AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Australian News
(Sources: World Nuclear News Weekly Digests —
Jan. - March 2009; Internet Searches)

South Australia — The SA Mines Minister Paul
Holloway told the Paydirt Uranium Conference on
16 March that Japan’s Mitsui Co. had invested
$104M in December 2008 for a 49% stake in the
Honeymoon uranium mine project in the state. The
remaining 51% is owned by Canada’s Uranium One
Co. which aims to produce about 400teU/a from the
Honeymoon project from 2010.

BHP-Billiton is still in the process of
completing a draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the proposed expansion of the Olympic Dam
mine and process plants in South Australia. It
appears that the favoured method will be an open pit
compared to the present underground operations.
Copper production could be increased from the
present 170,000 te/a to 730,000 te/a with associated
increases in uranium and gold production. The
expansion will require a large increase in electricity
and water as well as expansion of the Roxby Downs
township and BHP/Billiton is currently assessing its
options for the provision of these services.

Northern Territory — ERA, Energy Resources of
Australia Ltd, has formally applied for approval of a
heap leach facility at the Ranger project to the NT
government and to the Commonwealth’s Dept. of
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. If
approved, the facility will heap leach 10M te of low
grade material from stockpiles and the operating pit
to produce about 15,000-20,000 te uranium oxide.

Western Australia — Toro Energy Ltd’s chief
executive Greg Hall told the Paydirt Uranium
Conference in March that the company hopes to
have its Wiluna project producing about 680teU/a by
2012.

Australia — The ANA has invited Dr lan Lambert &
Mr Aden McKay of Geoscience Australia to review
Australia’s uranium resources and production in a
paper to the ANA 2009 conference on 2 October.

International News
(Sources : World Nuclear News Weekly Digests —
Jan. - March 2009)

USA — The Gallup polling organisation has reported
that support for nuclear energy in the USA is at its
highest level ever with 59% supporting the use of
nuclear power.

UK - A consortium of Serco, Battelle and
Manchester University has been selected as the
recommended bidder to run the UK’s National
Nuclear Laboratory after a five month competitive
process.

Italy/France — French and Italian companies will
have integral roles in each other’s nuclear future
after agreements were signed in February in Rome.
France’s EdF and Italy’s Enel will study the
possibility of constructing four new reactors in Italy
and Enel will take a stake in EdF’s new nuclear
power plant at Penly 3.

India/USA — GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy has signed
an agreement with the Nuclear Power Co. of India
and Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd to prepare for
construction of new nuclear plants in India based on
the ABWR design.

India/Russia — Russia’s nuclear fuel company
TVEL and India’s Dept. of Atomic Energy signed
long term contracts in February for the supply of
nuclear fuel worth over $700M for India’s NPPs.

India/France — The Indian site at Jaitapur could
host up to six of AREVA’s EPRs after a Memo of
Understanding was signed in February between
AREVA and the NP Corporation of India Ltd.

Kuwait — Cabinet approved the setting up of a
national nuclear energy commission and became the
third Middle Eastern country to take steps to
establish nuclear power programs. Kuwait also
contributed $10M to the proposed IAEA
international fuel cycle guarantee project, bringing
the total donated to the $150M required for it to
start, once it is approved by the IAEA Board.
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ANA NEWS

TECHNICAL PROGRAM FOR 2009

The details of all of the technical talks in the
combined program of the ANA and the Nuclear
Panel of the Sydney Branch of Engineers Australia
for 2009 will be finalised shortly. Further
information will be provided in the next Newsletter.
Brief reports on the first two meetings in February
and March are given on p.4.

ANA Meeting
at the AINSE Theatre, Lucas Heights, at 1.00 pm.
Tuesday, 21 April 2009

“The Interface between Society and Nuclear
Industry” by Dr lan Duncan, Consultant, Perth

The talk will be based upon Ian Duncan’s research in
recent years at the University of Oxford for which he
received a DPhil. He studied the interface between
technology and sociology with particular reference
to nuclear technology. It deals with the NIMBY
syndrome, the siting of critical industries, the gender
effect, and the perceptions of time where a person’s
comfort zone is rather short compared with, for
example, the time required to safely store long-lived
radioactive waste.

NIMBY can occur every time a top-down
siting decision is Declared, Announced and
Defended (DAD). By understanding the mechanism
of NIMBY we can move to a process whereby
communities are encouraged to assess the risks,
rewards, losses and benefits of taking on the siting
of a nuclear reactor, or even the siting of a nuclear
waste repository. This is known as the Voluntary
Choice Process (VCP).

lan Duncan’s industrial experience is
diverse, commencing with mechanical engineering
applied to Australian chemical, paper and mining
industries. His career was with Western Mining
Corporation Limited, joining in 1971 as Operations
Manager, Exploration Division. He retired as
General Manager of the large Olympic Dam copper,
uranium, gold and silver operation in South
Australia. Dr Duncan is an ANA member in Perth.

21 April (Tuesday) Host: ANA at the AINSE
Theatre, Lucas Heights, at 1.00pm.
Dr lan Duncan, Consultant, Perth
For details see panel on left.

27 May (Wednesday) Host: Nuclear Panel at
5.30 for 6.00pm at Engineers Australia Lecture
Theatre, 8 Thomas St, Chatswood, NSW.
“The Japanese Nuclear Power and Fuel Cycle
Programs” by Dr Clarence Hardy, ANA.

25 June (Thursday) Host: ANA at the AINSE
Theatre, Lucas Heights, at 1.00 pm.

“ANSTQO’s Environmental Program”
by Professor John Dodson, ANSTO.

22 July (Wednesday) Host: Nuclear Panel at
5.30 for 6.00pm at Engineers Australia Lecture
Theatre, 8 Thomas St, Chatswood, NSW.
“Fusion Energy Developments: A Status Report”
by Dr Barry Green, Former member of ITER
Secretariat, Brussels.

28 August (Thursday) Host: ANA at the AINSE
Theatre, Lucas Heights, at 12.30pm.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

followed at 1.00pm by “Risks and Benefits
from Exposure to Low Level Radiation”
by Dr Don Higson, ANA.

23 September (Wednesday) Host: Nuclear
Panel at 5.30 for 6.00pm at Engineers Australia
Lecture Theatre, 8 Thomas St, Chatswood, NSW.
“Progress and Prospects for the PBMR”

by Dr Adrian Paterson, CEO, ANSTO

2 October (Friday) Host: ANA for
ANA 2009 National Conference,
Mechanics Institute, Pitt St, Sydney, 8.30 to 6pm.
For Progress Report see p.1.

30 October (Friday) Host: ANA Annual Lunch
and Award Presentation
Venue and time to be confirmed
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